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they harbour the tropical rat-flea (Xenopsylla cheopis\
which is an active disseminator of plague. The size of
the bandicoot or pig rat, which prowls about houses, was
greatly exaggerated by early travellers. Thus Friar Jor-
danus wrote, about 1330 A.D., that "there be some rats as
big as foxes and venomous exceedingly."

The Ungulata, or hoofed animals, are represented by
two sub-orders, viz., (a) the proboscidea, or animals with

Fig-. 29.   Elephant with baby.
a big trunk or proboscis; (b) artiodactyla, or even-toed
ungulates, which have the two central hoofs of each foot
equal in size, and are divided into the pigs, and ruminants,
or animals which chew the cud (oxen, deer, etc.).
The Proboscidea have a single representative in the
elephant, which is captured in pits, or driven into enclosures
called keddahs, and tamed for use in dragging timber, for
carrying baggage, and for ceremonial purposes at temples